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Distinguished guests from the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, representatives from
other Ministries, and partners and civil society organizations,

It gives me great pleasure to be able to address this particular gathering, which is meeting over
the next two days to provide conservation practitioners in Turkey an opportunity to exchange
experience, to raise the national profile about biodiversity conservation, and to provide a
platform for discussing issues of common importance. This meeting comes at a very good time,
as discussions are underway about how best Turkey can integrate into the European
Union. Nature conservation initiatives are central to the Environment acquis, and it is quite
important that Turkey is orienting its approach toward the more commonly accepted global
principles toward biodiversity conservation.

| am pleased to say that even before the recent acceleration of discussions about the prospects
for European integration, Turkey had already taken important steps to develop and introduce
principles of nature conservation which are consistent with emerging global best
practices. These efforts have been pioneered here by your Ministry, Minister Pepe, under the
leadership of the General Directorate of Nature Conservation and National Parks and its staff.
The World Bank has had a small part in this effort by providing support through the Biodiversity
and Natural Resources Management Project, with funding from the Global Environment
Facility, to pilot these efforts and then to support their wider dissemination. Now, as we enter
the final stages of this particular support, | can confidently say that you have really helped to
move the nature conservation agenda forward to align Turkey’s approach more fully with
accepted international practices for protected area management, for example, those outlined
by the World Commission on Protected Areas, and other international organizations.

| would like to speak this morning about some of the global environmental issues related to
biodiversity conservation, especially those which represent continuing challenges to Turkey, to
comment upon Turkey’s response 10 these challenges, and to outline subjects where we in the
World Bank think work remains to be done.

Globally, over the last ten years the international community has spent some $4 billion to
conserve biological diversity, which is of course on top of expenditures by national governments
and others for the same worthy purpose. This has paid for a lot of good work and some
important wins have been made. But overall, we are failing to stem the deadly dynamic of
chronic poverty, growing population, and unbridled consumption which is destroying natural
species a thousand times faster than ever before. The world needs to do conservation differently
if we are to cope with the potentially catastrophic impact of these pressures on the natural
systems that support life on earth.

Let us start with some of the global success stories. Along the coast of Brazil, the pressures on
the Atlantic rain forest are gradually receding as local communities, private groups and state
governments work together to put in place an action plan to safeguard the unique habitat they
share with 20,000 different kinds of plants, of which more than 8,000 are found nowhere else
in the world. These groups have come to understand that there are viable alternatives to



deforestation. Increasingly, they see more opportunities in protecting the forest -- for low
impact and environmentally sound tourism for example, as well as for other productive uses—
than in cutting it down.

Africa and Asia also offer a few compelling examples of how we can turn the destructive tide
by working together and setting priorities. Projects with strong community support show that
it is possible to fight poverty by protecting the ecosystems that underpin agriculture and rural
livelihoods.

Unfortunately, there is far more evidence to the contrary of outright destruction proceeding
apace in the face of what are too often uncoordinated attempts to do the right thing.

The result is that some 12 percent of mammal species and 11 percent of bird and plant species
are threatened with extinction. This is bad news for us all, but particularly for poor
people. For them, conserving biodiversity is not just about long-term welfare. It is about
survival because so many of them depend on the habitats that support biodiversity for their
daily needs.

As | am sure that many of you know, Turkey is one of the most biologically diverse countries in
Europe. Around 1,200 of its 10,000 plant species are native. These include many wild relatives
of important domesticated species on which the world is heavily dependent — for example,
wheat, barley, chickpeas, lentils, cherry, pear, apple, and so on (which I might add makes
Turkish cuisine among the best in the world!). Turkish flora also includes many important
medicinal, aromatic, industrial, and ornamental plants. Three Global Biodiversity Hotspots
(the Mediterranean basin, the Caucasus Mountains, and the Irano-Anatolian hotspots) are
found partly within Turkey's geographic borders. There are a large number of Important Bird
Areas found in various wetlands across the country, and these are of crucial importance for
millions of migratory birds which rely on three major flyways as they move between the Western
Palearctic and Africa, and which cross Turkey. Just this month | had an opportunity to visit the
new national park at Sultansazligi near Kayseri, which is a Ramsar designated site in which
more than 300 species of birds are found in numbers approaching 1.5 million birds a year.

Why should this biodiversity be conserved in Turkey?

In fact, Turkey’s biodiversity is of great immediate and direct economic importance on account
of the many benefits derived from its use. Turkey’s biodiversity is also of global significance
because of its exceptionally rich genetic diversity. The genetic resources of wild relatives and
landraces represent essential inputs in the research and development efforts of the
pharmaceutical industry in the search of new drugs, and the agricultural industry in the search
of new strains resistant to disease and capable of improved yields.



Metnin Tiirkcesi

Cevre ve Orman Bakanligi, diger Bakanliklar, kurumlar ve sivil toplum orgiitlerinin degerli
misafirleri,

Oniimiizdeki iki giin boyunca doga koruma alaninda c¢alisanlar tarafindan deneyimlerin
paylasilacagi, biyolojik cesitlilikle ilgili ulusal profilin gelistirilecegi ve ortak dneme sahip
konularin tartisilmasina olanak saglayacak bir platform olusturulacak olan Ulusal Toplanti’da
sizlere hitap etmekten biiyiik zevk aldigimi belirtmek isterim. Ozellikle Tiirkiye’nin Avrupa
Birligi’ne en iyi sekilde entegre olmak i¢in yapilmasi gerekenlerle ilgili tartismalarin devam
ettigi bu giinlerde bu toplantinin diizenlenmesi giizel bir tesadiif oldu. Doga koruma girigsimleri
Cevre Koruma miiktesebatinin merkezindedir ve bu sebepten dolay1 Tiirkiye’nin biyolojik
cesitliligin korunmasi ile ilgili yaklasimlarini kiiresel agidan kabul gormiis ilkelerle uyumlu
hale getirmesi ¢ok onemlidir.

Tiirkiye’nin Avrupa Birligi’ne katilimi ile ilgili siirecin hizlanmasindan ¢ok 6nce, Tiirkiye’nin
heniiz ortaya ¢ikan kiiresel en iyi uygulamalarla uyumlu doga koruma ilkelerini gelistirmek ve
ortaya koymak i¢in dnemli adimlar attigin1 sdylemekten biiyiik bir mutluluk duyuyorum. Bu
caligmalar Doga Koruma ve Milli Parklar Genel Miidiirliigii’niin liderliginde Bakanliginizin
onciiliigiinde gerceklestirilmektedir. Diinya Bankasi’nin bu ¢aligmalara katkis1 Kiiresel Cevre
Fonu tarafindan finanse edilen ve ¢aligmalara yon vererek bunlarin {ilke genelinde
yayginlastirilmasi i¢in calisan Biyolojik Cesitlilik ve Dogal Kaynak Yonetimi Projesi ile
olmustur. S6z konusu bu projenin son asamasina girdigimiz bu giinlerde sizi temin ederim ki
bu konuda ¢alisan sizler, korunan alan yonetimi konusunda Tiirkiye’nin yaklagimini Diinya
Korunan Alan Komitesi ve diger uluslararast kurumlar tarafindan belirlenen ve kabul gormiis
uluslararasi uygulamalara uyumlu hale getirmek i¢in ¢ok yardimei oldunuz.

Miisaade ederseniz, biyolojik cesitlilik korumasi ile ilgili, 6zellikle Tiirkiye nin de halen etkisi
altinda oldugu, kiiresel ¢evre sorunlarina deginmek istiyorum. Bunu yaparken, Tiirkiye nin bu
sorunlarla basa ¢ikma yontemlerini ve Diinya Bankasi olarak konu ile ilgili nelerin yapilmasi
gerektigi hakkindaki goriislerimi ifade etmek istiyorum.

Tiim diinyada son 10 y1l icerisinde uluslararasi camia biyolojik ¢esitliligin korunmasi i¢in 4
milyar dolarin {izerinde para harcamistir. Bu miktar, ayn1 hakli sebep ugruna, ulusal
hiikiimetlerin harcamalarinin en basinda yer almistir. Bu sayede iyi isler basarildi ve 6nemli
kazanglar elde edildi. Fakat genel olarak, kronik yoksullugun, niifus artisinin ve dogal
kaynaklara her zamankinden daha hizli bir sekilde zarar veren kontrolsiiz tiiketimin kdkenine
inmekte zorlaniyoruz. Diinya lizerindeki yasami destekleyen dogal sistemlerin lizerindeki
yokedici etmenlerle savagmak istiyorsak farkli bir doga koruma yontemi uygulamaliyiz.

Kiiresel bagar1 dykiilerinden bazilarini anlatmama liitfen izin veriniz. Brezilya kiyis1 boyunca,
Atlantik yagmur ormanlar tizerindeki baskilar, yerel gruplarin, 6zel sirketlerin ve hiikiimetin
birlikte ¢alisarak ortaya koydugu ve 20000 degisik bitki tiirlinden 8000’ inin endemik oldugu
bolgeye 6zgli habitati korumaya yonelik eylem plani sayesinde azalmaktadir. Bu gruplar
ormansizlastirmanin durdurulmasina yonelik uygulanabilir segenekler oldugunun farkina
vardilar. Giderek artan bir hizla ormanlar1 korumanin kendilerine, ekoturizm 6rneginde oldugu
gibi, daha fazla imkan saglayacagini anladilar.



Afrika ve Asya kitalan birlikte calisarak ve oncelikler belirleyerek bu tahrip edici faktorleri
nasil ortadan kaldirdiklarina dair birka¢ miicadele 6rnegi sunmaktadirlar. Arkasinda giiglii yerel
destegi olan projeler tarimsal ve kirsal gegimi destekleyen ekosistemleri koruyarak yoksullukla
miicadele etmenin miimkiin oldugunu gostermistir.

Ne yazik ki, tam tersi istikametteki 6rnekler ¢ogunluktadir: ¢cogu zaman koordine olmadan
yapmaya calistigimiz seyler yiiziinden dogal kaynaklarin sinirsiz tahribi siiratle ilerlemektedir.

Bunun sonucunda ortaya, memelilerin %12’si, kus ve bitkilerin %11 inin yok olma tehlikesiyle
kars1 karsiya kaldigi bir tablo ¢ikmaktadir. Bu bizler i¢in oldugundan daha fazla yoksul insanlar
icin kotli haber cilinkii biyolojik ¢esitliligin korunmasi onlar i¢in sadece uzun donemde
refahlarinin saglanmasi ac¢isindan degil yasamlarini siirdiirebilmeleri agisindan da onem
tasimaktadir. Bu insanlarin ¢cogu biyolojik ¢esitlilige kaynak saglayan habitatlardan giinliik
ihtiyaclarimi karsilamaktadirlar.

Hepinizin bildigi iizere, Tiirkiye biyolojik c¢esitlilik acgisindan Avrupa’daki en zengin
kaynaklara sahip iilkelerden biridir. Sahip oldugu 10000 bitki tiiriiniin yaklagik 1200’1
endemiktir. Bu tiirlerin i¢inde diinyanin bagimli oldugu bugday, arpa, nohut, mercimek, kiraz,
armut, elma ve benzeri gibi pek ¢ok ehlilestirilmis tiirtin ilkel rklar1 gelmektedir. Sunu da
belirtmeliyim ki biitiin bu tiirler, Tirk mutfagini diinya capinda {ine kavusturmustur.
Tiirkiye’nin bitki varlig1 ayrica tibbi, hos kokulu, endiistriyel ve siis bitkileri gibi 6nemli tiirleri
de icermektedir. Akdeniz havzasi, Kafkas daglar1 ve iran-Anadolu sicak noktasi gibi kiiresel
acidan dnemli ii¢ sicak nokta da Tiirkiye’nin cografik smirlar igerisinde yer almaktadir. Ulke
capindaki cesitli sulak alanlarda cok sayida Onemli Kus Alanlar1 bulunmaktadir. Bu alanlar
Bati Palearktik ve Afrika arasinda go¢ ederken Tiirkiye’den gegen ii¢ 6nemli go¢ yolunu
kullanan milyonlarca géo¢cmen kus agisindan biiylik 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu ay igerisinde,
Ramsar alani1 ilan edilen ve igerisinde sayilar1 senede 1,5 milyona ulasan 300’den fazla kus
cesidinin yasadig1 Kayseri yakinlarindaki Sultan Sazligi Milli Park’in1 ziyaret etme firsatim
oldu.

Tiirkiye’nin sahip oldugu biyolojik ¢esitlilik neden korunmal1?

Aslinda, kullanimindan elde edilen yararlar géz Oniine alindiginda, Tiirkiye’nin biyolojik
cesitliliginin korunmasi ekonomik agidan 6neme ve aciliyete sahiptir. Tiirkiye’nin biyolojik
cesitliligi sahip oldugu istisnai genetik ¢esitlilik acisindan da kiiresel 6neme sahiptir. Yabani
irklarin genetik kaynaklari, yeni ilaglarin gelistirilmesi i¢in calisan eczacilik sektoriine ve
hastaliklara dayanikli ve daha verimli iirlin verebilen tohumlarin arastirilmasinda c¢alisan tarim
sektoriine onemli katkilar saglamaktadir.



