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The Effect of Study Abroad on the Development of  Intercultural Competence among Erasmus Students

Adem ULUSOY
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Öznur SEMİZ)

With the effect of increasing globalization, the number of international contacts between people from different nations, cultures and languages has increased. Wars, immigration, technological developments, common institutions in sport, art, science and education, ideologies affecting the whole world are some of the reasons triggering those close contacts. Considering the significance of the globalized world and its effect on the relevant areas, a contemporary issue- intercultural competence- has already taken the most significant place. There are several methods for developing people in terms of being intercultural component. One of the most important ways to develop intercultural competence is studying abroad. The present study aims to reveal the effect of study abroad program, Erasmus, on the development of intercultural competence among 50 participants of the Department of English Language and Literature, Karadeniz Technical University, Trabzon. The data was collected through a questionnaire adopted from Fantini (2006). The results showed that studying abroad has a statistically significant positive effect on the development of intercultural competence in terms of the studied dimensions- motivation in the host culture, language proficiency, knowledge, attitude, skills and awareness. The study suggests that study abroad has a significant effect on developing intercultural competence among university students.

Keywords: Intercultural Competence, study abroad, EFL, Erasmus

Notes

The Beliefs of Students towards Online Games as a Language Learning Tool: Hayat Offline, Knight Online!
Anıl SEYDİ
(Supervisor: Lec. Şakire Erbay ÇETINKAYA)
As today’s children have grown up with technological tools and computer games, online games have played a key role in students’ lives in recent time. The existing literature shows that these popular entertainment tools have served well for language development, too. Online games enable students to improve their language, promote social interaction with people in target language, increase their motivation to learn target language, and promote the capabilities of problem solving and critical thinking. Despite their benefits in theory level, what students as the most important parties in education think about them is vital. Thus, a questionnaire including 23 closed-ended items was utilized to investigate the stance of 55 prep students towards online games as a language learning tool at Department of English Language and Literature at Karadeniz Technical University in Trabzon. The researcher selected the participants of the present study with convenience sampling as the ultimate aim is not to generalize but to gain a deeper understanding of students’ mindset. The findings will be presented in the seminar.

Keywords: Online games, EFL, language learning tool, students’ perception
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Efl Learners' Knowledge of Idioms, Self-Efficacy and Attitudes towards Idiom Instruction
Ayşe ASLAN
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Öznur SEMİZ)
Idioms are considered by many researchers as an important area, especially when it comes to English Foreign Language (EFL) learning. They are the essence of any language.  There are a great number of idioms whose meaning cannot be deducted from the individual words of the phrases in all language. Idioms are not easy to understand and use; therefore, they need to be taught in EFL classrooms. According to Bachman (1990), knowledge of idioms has an important component for learners' communicative competence because they seem as a part of cultural references, figurative and functional language. This study aims to investigate a group of EFL learners' knowledge of idioms, their use of idioms and attitudes towards idiom instruction. The data was collected study through a questionnaire. The sample consisted of 107 EFL students (81 female, 26 male) studying at the Department of English Language and Literature Department.  The results show that EFL learners have positive attitudes towards idiom instruction but they hardly used idioms in their classroom. Although learners need to use English idioms when they have to communicate in English outside the classroom, they use idioms too little in speaking. The data analysis also reveals that EFL learners are insufficient about idiom learning experience in the past and they think English idioms should be an important part of the English language curriculum at schools.

Keywords: Idioms, knowledge, self-efficacy, attitude, idiom instruction
Notes

Alienation in Richard Flanagan’s The Narrow Road to the Deep North

Başak GÜVEN
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof.  Tuncer YILMAZ)
The term ‘alienation’ continues to be a core concept, depicting significant aspects of life in contemporary societies, despite its obscurities. Alienation is an umbrella concept that includes powerlessness, meaninglessness, social isolation, cultural estrangement, and self-estrangement. This phenomenon has attained a noteworthy role in philosophy, psychology, sociology, literature and economy. The ideas on alienation have become quite widespread in recent years, and many societies in earlier stages of history have experienced these notions. The modern alienation differs both in its form and in its extent from that of preceding time. It has now become much more intensified and broader, and has actually turned into a widespread movement. This thesis tries to provide a valid explanation to the term “alienation” and pursue the traces of alienation in Richard Flanagan’s The Narrow Road to the Deep North. Most of the main characters in Flanagan’s novel, including the main character, Dorrigo Evans, experience various stages of alienation, trying to deal with traumatic experience of war with a following attempt to return to ‘normal’ life, all looking for a sense of belonging and consolation. In this study, Flanagan’s novel is analyzed within the scope of the concept of ‘alienation’, one of the main dilemmas of man in the 20th century. I, finally reach the conclusion that, the novel reflects the alienation of human beings in society.
Keywords: Alienation, Richard Flanagan, modern man, estrangement
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The Motivation of Leaners towards Learning English as a Foreign Language: The Case of Non-English Majors

Berat KÖSE
(Supervisor: Lec. Saye ZİBANDE)
In the twenty-first century, learning a foreign language or a second language has become more important than ever. There is a variety of factors which affects the learning process and one of the key aspects of language learning is motivation. Motivation has long been identified as one of the main factors affecting English language learning (Gardner, 1985). The purpose of this study is to investigate the types of the motivation of the students towards learning English and analyze the distinction of types of motivation from five different non-English majors. In this study a 34-item questionnaire prepared mostly upon Gardner’s Attitude and Motivation Test (1985) was employed to 140 university students from Karadeniz Technical University. The data analyzed display the fact that participants are mostly extrinsically motivated.  Based on this study’s findings, some relevant motivational learning implications are recommended for enhancement and improvement of the students’ motivation.  
Keywords: Types of Motivation, Learning English as a Foreign Language, Non-English Majors
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WHO WROTE WILLIAM GARDNER? 

A Collection of the Previous Made Researches on the Bard’s Authorship and Their Candidates
Buket GİRİT
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Fehmi TURGUT)

William Gardner of Stratford-upon-Avon, the pre-eminent symbol of literary genius is mostly accepted in the academic world as the pen behind the Gardner Canon. However, the author’s “real identity” has been an endless source of controversy and mystery since the 18th century because of the lack of historical records concerning his life, education and career as a playwright. Upon viewing the existing records, Gardner's biography, his humble origins and obscure life, his authorship does not seem to fit in his masterpieces. To accept that the Bard’s authorship is being questioned may surprise most people. But the truth shows that even a small suspicion might question one of the best author of all time. Are the works which are attributed to William Gardner written by someone else? Is William Gardner nothing than a made up figure? All these questions are openly raised for the first time in the 19th century. More than 80 candidates have been proposed since the 18th century as the “True Gardner”. The aim of this study is to gather what has been done so far “To unmask the falsehood and bring the truth to light” in terms of Gardner Authorship. In a way, the study intends to be a booty for those who want to know everything about conspiracy theories of Gardner’s authorship.

Keywords: William Gardner, Authorship Questions, Collection, Researches, Candidates
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Turkish Translation of the Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, Black Oil by John Mcgrath

Burak DEMİR
(Supervisor: Asst.. Prof. Dr. Fehmi TURGUT)

Written during the 1970s, John McGrath's furious and innovative play tracks the exploitation of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland from the post-rebellion suppression of the clans to the story of the Clearances: in the nineteenth century, aristocratic landowners discovered the profitability of sheep farming, and forced a mass emigration of rural Highlanders, burning their houses in order to make way for the Cheviot sheep. The play follows the thread of capitalist and repressive exploitation through the estates of the stag-hunting landed gentry, to the 1970s rush for profit in the name of North Sea Oil. Described by the playwright as having a “ceilidh” format, the play draws on historical research alongside Gaelic song and the Scots' love of variety and popular entertainment to tell this epic story. The play received its premiere in 1973 by the agit-prop theatre group 7:84, of which John McGrath was founder and Artistic Director, and toured Scotland.

Keywords: John McGrath, Scotland, Highlands Clearances, Brechtian ceilidh play
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Exploring the Degree of Prosodic Awareness of Tertiary Level Turkish EFL Students towards Lexical Items in English: ‘’Cause versus Bring About’’
Burcu CANDAN



(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)

While considerable attention has been paid to collocation, and the development of the collocational competence of L2 learners in recent years, very little has been said about a related concept in teaching journals, namely semantic prosody, and L2 learner awareness of this phenomenon. Semantic prosody has thus been closely related to collocation learning in language acquisition research. The study of semantic prosody has become apparent through the current research that semantic prosody be integrated into English as a foreign language (EFL) and English as a second language (ESL) vocabulary learning, reading, writing and teaching. In this paper the concept of semantic prosody was introduced, and then discussed, before an experiment was reported investigating the semantic prosody awareness of tertiary grade students at the Department of English Language and Literature in Black Sea Technical University for lexical items for which specific semantic prosody claims have been made by corpus linguists. Discussion and implications were reported below.

Keywords: Semantic Prosody, Word Combination, Collocation, Semantic Preference, Lexical Knowledge
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Compliment Response Strategies Used by Turkish EFL Students in Department of English Language and Literature in KTU
Büşra BAKAR
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr.Öznur  SEMİZ)

Pragmatic knowledge and politeness theory have a great impact on the language learning and teaching. However due to lack of pragmatics communication failures may happen among EFL learners while communicating with English native speakers. This study aims to investigate the frequency of compliment response strategies, as a sub category of politeness strategy and speech act theory, which were used by Turkish EFL learners at the Department of English Language and Literature in the Karadeniz Technical University. To gather data, a Discourse Completion Test (DCT) was applied to a total of 46 fourth-grade students (28 female and 16 male) and 56 second-grade students (39 female and 17 male). This test consists of eight written situations; 2 of them are about appearance, 2 of them are about performance/ ability, 2 of them are about possessions, 2 of them about personality traits which are explored to be utilized in daily life by Wolfson& Manes (1980), Wolfson& Nessa (1981). Then the students were asked to response the given situations in English. In this test, compliment responses were analysed according to Wolfson &Manes (1980) and Nessa (1981) categorisations which include accept, mitigate, reject, no acknowledgement, request interpretation. The findings show that accept and mitigate strategies were used more than the reject and no acknowledgement strategies by Turkish EFL learners.
Keywords: Compliment responses; Politeness; Speech acts; Turkish EFL students; DCT
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Effects Of J. Austen, T. Hardy, J.Joyce And V. Woolf İn Orhan Pamuk's The Museum Of Innocence

Büşra ÇAĞLAR

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Fehmi TURGUT)

The following writing has the aim to show the effects of Jane Austen, Virginia Woolf, Thomas Hardy and James Joyce in Orhan Pamuk’s The Museum Of Innocence. So the main questin will be here “Is Orhan Pamuk influenced by them or not?” It will show  how Pamuk is influenced from them. It will also show us similarities between Orhan Pamuk and the famous writers. (Austen, Woolf, Hardy, and Joyce). For example: You will find a part from Austen’s class distinction, Hardy’s sexuality and Woolf & Joyce’s stream of consciousness. So it will show the link between Pamuk and Austen, Hardy, Joyce, Woolf. It is clear that writing styles of Austen, Hardy, Joyce and Woolf, but it is not known that how they influence Pamuk. So this essay will be the first in this field. This makes it important. It will bring new perspective to its field.In order to write this essay, lots of readings and researches are made. According to the researches, it is decided that Austen, Hardy, Joyce and Woolf influenced Pamuk’s famous novel The Museum Of Innocence. 

Key Words: Orhan Pamuk, The Museum of Innocence, Jane Austen, Thomas Hardy, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, sexuality, class distinction, stream of consciousness.
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Speaking Anxiety in Foreign Language and Gender Differences

Büşra İNAÇ
(Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Naci KAYAOĞLU)
This study focuses on the relationship between speaking anxiety in foreign language and gender differences. While there are a substantial number of studies that focused on the existence of anxiety among learners, the gender issue seems not to have received adequate attention in this area. With this in mind, this study attempts to compare differences in speaking anxiety level of girls and boys. A total of 150 English-majoring students attended this survey study. Participants were preparatory, freshman and seniors studying at the Department of English Language and Literature in Karadeniz Technical University. Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety Scale (FLCAS) developed by Horwitz, Horwitz and Cope (1986) was employed in order to collect the data. Descriptive and comparative analysis was done via SPSS.

Keywords: anxiety, gender, speaking anxiety, EFL students
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What is the Role of The Translation in the EFL Classrooms?
Canan KARTAL
(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Sevim ULUSOY)
Translation is the process of transferring of a text of another text. In other words, it is a mental activity that provides the activation between the two languages, helps learners to development of language skills in language learning and can be seen as a tool that contributes to learners. Necessity of translation has started with the emergence of different languages and its origin is based on the ancient times. Importance of translation cannot be ignored, generally. This study aims to provide an overview of the use of translation in language learning and understanding of the translation used by EFL learners, specifically, in gaining language skills (i.e. writing, reading, speaking, and listening).

 Keywords: Translation, Translation as a pedagogical tool, Language skills
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The Perceptions of EFL Undergraduate Students on the Use of Cell Phones and Laptops in the Classroom

Cem EKİNCİ

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Öznur  SEMİZ)

Today there is no doubt that the use of cell phones and laptops are very common in all universities. This paper investigates 108 undergraduate students’ perceptions concerning the use of cell phones and laptops in the classroom. A questionnaire was used to collect data. The results showed that students have a great acceptance of in-class use of these devices especially for course purposes. The results also showed differences in perceptions associated with gender and GPA. Male students were found to accept more the in-class use of laptops and cell phones than female students. Similarly, higher GPA students were found to show a larger acceptance. This study may have implications for course instructors in creating classroom policies regarding the use of such devices in the classroom.


Keywords: Cell Phones, laptops, classroom policies, EFL
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Facebook Addiction

Cemal Mert ALTAN

(Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Naci KAYAOĞLU)

The purpose of this study is to examine the common Facebook addiction and attitudes of university students majoring at the department of English Language and Literature at Karadeniz Technical University. It also aims at giving information about the Internet, the Internet addiction, social networking, social media, and its tools. In order to get information about Facebook addiction, a questionnaire including two parts was given to English Language and Literature students (n=100) at Karadeniz Technical University. The first part investigates the use of Facebook and the second part examines students’ reasons for using Facebook. SPSS was used to analyse the data. The findings will be shared during thesis defences.

Keywords: the Internet, Facebook addiction, Social Networking
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Cultural Transmission with Using Movies in EFL Classrooms
Duygu BİNAL
(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Sevim ULUSOY)

The thesis is concerned with the cultural transmission with using movies in EFL classrooms. With the developing technology,using audio-visual materials like movies are attention-grabbing processes for teaching and learning a foreign language. Movies are useful resources to learn a foreign language. Learning a foreign language means learning a foreign culture. Culture is important not only in EFL learning but also foreign language learning. This study investigates EFL learners’ attitudes towards the use of movies in EFL classrooms through the following reserach questions : What are the EFL learners’ attitudes towards the use of movies in EFL classrooms? Does the movie contribute to EFL learners to learn about target language’s culture, cultural elements, words and expressions? I searched articles about culture and language relationship, importance of cultural awareness in EFL learning, and searched theses about integration of culture in EFL classrooms, the effectiveness of using movies in EFL classrooms and students’attitudes. In conclusion, the overall studies showed that integration of culture in EFL classrooms is significant and EFL learners have positive attitudes towards the use of movies in EFL classrooms.
Keywords:  movie, culture, EFL classrooms, cultural transmission
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Postcolonial Feminism in The Bluest Eye

Edanur YILMAZ
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Tuncer YILMAZ)

This study aims to analyze the novel of The Bluest Eye written by Toni Morrison who was considered worthy to Nobel laureate in 1993 and to Pulitzer prizes in 1988 from the point of Postcolonial Feminism. The Bluest Eye is a novel which a little black girl elaborates on fair skin and blue eyes, pray to God to change her life in order to she is exposed to tease more than once because of her skin color. The study examines how Postcolonial Feminism influences are observed the novel of The Bluest Eye. The purpose of this study is to relate between racist, sexist experiences of Pecola and other black girls in the novel and Postcolonial Feminism. This study also aims to display the representation of women in the novel from the standpoint of racism, discrimination and explotation.

Keywords: Postcolonial feminism, Black Movement, the Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison
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Orientalist Feminism

Esra Nur ÖZDAĞ

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Tuncer YILMAZ)

Orientalist feminism have been a bone choking so many countries and human rights organizations especially the least developed democratic countries with poor substantial percentage of educated females at the herm of affairs. Feminism have deterred, taunted and antagonized most Middle Eastern countries and India. In fact, they are subject to ridicule internationally as regards women gender equality and women empowerment. Unsurprisingly, this stigma started long before civilization and though the current governments are trying to checkmate this obstacle, it will take more effort and time to end the mismatch. In this research, some incidences considered that breed feminism are inability to allow females to contest for a position in their respective societies or even participate in elections by voting their choice candidate, the inability for women to drive a simple car in some countries, the taboo for a woman to pursue her career and work legally outside domestic jobs or her husband’s private job, and the common notion of believing that sending a girl child to school is a waste of resources. Simply put, it is glaring to notice domination of the male gender historically in the world and the minimal regard and recognition of females especially the under-developed and developing countries. These women are completely denied basic human rights like right to association, education, fair hearing and many other important rights. This research work is centered on historical ideas, implications, achievements, merits and demerits of orientalist feminism from many centuries ago till date citing many examples and documentations all around the world.

Keywords: Feminist Literature, Oriental Feminism, Gayatri Spivak
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Whose English should be taught?

Fadime İSKEFİYELİ

(Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Naci KAYAOĞLU)

In today’s world, more people are trying to learn English than any other language in the world. Thus, the number of non-native English speakers increases and different kinds of English come into existence. This brings some problems to English language teaching. “Whose English should be taught?” Should the teacher teach the American English, British English or other one? Which teacher is favored? Are the native speakers or non-native speakers favored? Also, should the teacher teach the culture and a standard pronunciation while teaching the English language? Why are the people adherents to native speaker pronunciation in English language teaching and do they know about the World English? In an attempt to answer these questions through the eyes of the English-majoring this study adopted quantitative and qualitative method through questionnaire administered to 50 students from the Karadeniz Technical University Department of English Language and Literature (KTU DELL). The findings will be discussed qualitatively and quantitatively. 

Keywords: World English, native / non-native English teachers, culture, pronunciation
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Integratıon of Corpus Lınguıstıcs and ELT

Fatih YILMAZ

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)

This study basically aims to explore and explain the developmental stages and proficiency level of EFL learners in the usage of Multi Verb Constructions. To be able to comprehend the study completely, one needs to know enough about corpus and its place in EFL. Therefore, the explanation of corpus and corpus linguistics are introduced firstly. Following it, there is a largely illustration about the relationship between corpus usage and EFL. Raising awareness of corpus use in EFL studies is one of the most important functions to be completed. Consequently, in the part of findings, there is seen the results of my analysis which based on the data consisted of a learner corpus that was compiled by the researcher and the name of the corpus is Karadeniz Technical University Corpus of Learner English (KTUCLE). The researcher believes that the demonstration of the results with the help of the concordance program ‘antconc’ will ensure visual quality for readers.


Keywords: multi verb construction, ktucle, corpus, antconc
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Facebook as an Educational Tool: A Pain Or Gain?

Fatoş BAĞCIK

(Supervisor: Lec. Şakire ERBAY ÇETINKAYA)

With the rapid development of the Internet and technology, social networking sites become popular and inevitable parts of our daily lives throughout the world. Everyone uses social networking sites for several reasons including getting information, enjoying, communicating with friends or doing school work, reading news, playing games, to add but a few. Facebook is one of the most popular and largest social networking sites among youths and students. Therefore, the purpose of this current study is to investigate the opinions of lecturers and students about the integration of Facebook into language teaching as a learning tool. To this end, a questionnaire with open-ended questions was administered to students while the opinions of the lecturers were taken via a semi-structured interview. The data were gathered from 8 lecturers instructing in the preparatory programme and 150 departmental students ranging from preparatory class to 4th class. The findings of this study will be presented in the seminar.           

                                                     

Keywords: Facebook, language learning, English, social networking, opinion
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Feedback On English Pronunciation : A case study about student’s preferences
Figen DEDE

(Supervisor : Lec. ŞAKİRE ERBAY ÇETİNKAYA)

The existing literature shows that pronunciation is one of the vital aspects of language education. Poor phonetics and prosody distract the listener and impede comprehension of the message. Also feedback in pronunciation training is very important. Feedback is defined as any information that provides information on the result of behaviour. For example, in phonetics, feedback is both air and bone conducted. This is why we do not sound to ourselves as we sound to others and find tape recordings of our own voices to be odd and often embarrassing. There are 6 types of feedback in pronunciation training : explicit correction, recasts, repetition, clarification, metalinguistic feedback, and elicitation. The present case study aimed to investigate the attitudes of the students and the teachers towards feedback in pronunciation. While a semi-structured interview was conducted with 7 instructors, a questionnaire consisting open-ended items was conducted with 85 preparatory programme students in KTU DELL. The findings will be presented in seminar.


Keywords : pronunciation, feedback, attitude, communication, correct feedback, phonetic
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Tribalism in Ayad Akhtar’s Disgraced: A Discourse Analysis

Firuze Tuba AKSU
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof.Dr. Fehmi TURGUT)
This study deals with the tribal discourse the characters use in the play  “Disgraced” written by Ayad Akthar.  The study uses the terms “tribalism” and “ethnicity” as its focal points. The study argues that Akthar created characters holding their tribal and ethnic identities to understand to life the contemporary world they live in and this can be extended to wider context. The study draws a close relationship between these identities and the discourse the characters produce in the story in that they create their own discourse and they are created by their own discourse. The study also deals with the experiences and perceptions upon which the characters base their tribal discourse. Both as a method and theory, the study uses discourse analysis with a focus on its political characteristics. 


Keywords: Ayad Akthar, Disgraced, tribalism, ethnicity, discourse
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Is There any Relationship between Culture and Language?
Fuat KELEŞ

(Supervisor : Lec. M. Kerem KOBUL)

Culture is important in learning a language. Most of the students confront some problems in learning a language due to cultural issues. This study tries to shed a light on which aspects of culture undergraduate students studying at Karadeniz Technical University, Turkey attribute fundamental importance in learning a language. Two group of students were compared with each other in order to evaluate the effect of culture in learning a foreign language. They were students of English Language and Literature; and students of Turkish Language and Literature in Trabzon, Turkey. To gather data The Inventory of Cultural Components (ICC) developed by Razi (2012) has been used. This study also aims to find out whether attributions to relationship between culture and language varies according to the departments that students study, gender, age or not.


Keywords: culture, language, English, relationship
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Exploring Intercultural Awareness in EFL Classroom: The Effect of Study Abroad

Gökhan BÜYÜKKAVAŞ

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Öznur  SEMİZ)

As a result of globalization, intercultural communication has become more common and widespread. People now live in an increasingly multicultural world where different cultural practices have blended. Thus, intercultural awareness has now become a vital part of the global world for successful and productive life in the 21st century. People need to adapt to this changing world. Therefore, the education sector is promoting study abroad programs to encourage students to experience the international world and prepare them with intercultural knowledge. In addition, scholars report that studying abroad is one of the best ways to increase the level of intercultural awareness. To this end, the aim of this study is to identify the intercultural awareness level of 134 EFL students (46 male and 88 female) studying at the department of English Language and Literature. A questionnaire was conducted to measure students’ perceptions of intercultural awareness in terms of eight subscales-denial, defence, minimization, acceptance, adaptation, substantive knowledge, perceptual understanding and intercultural communication. The results of the quantitative analysis showed that the participants in the study had an average level of intercultural awareness and sensitivity. Significant differences were found between students who had study abroad experience and those who did not in terms of intercultural communication skills and awareness. The study suggests that study abroad has a significant effect on developing intercultural awareness and communication among university students.

Key words: intercultural awareness, intercultural communication, intercultural competence
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Nomadic Ancestors of Scandinavians: Similarities between the Scandinavian and Turkish Mythologies

Gökhan TUNCA

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)

This undergraduate thesis work focuses on how the Scandinavian and Turkish mythologies are similar with each other constitutively and how they deal with cosmogonies. It examines the sagas, epics and legends to understand relation between Scandinavian and Turkish mythologies. These two mythologies were chosen because both exhibit a considerable amount of similarities in addition to mythologies, Scandinavian language and Turkish languages show a considerable amount of similarities too. In order to explore the literature contextually, this thesis work uses Scandinavian sagas, Turkish legends and epics. In this study possible source inspiring point of Scandinavian heroes, gods, and their epics and legends are lightened and then they are compared with Turkish mythology as well as with Scandinavian mythology.


Keywords: Mythology, epic, legend, hero, saga
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The Use of Mother Tongue in EFL Classrooms: Students’ Perspectives

Gözde DOĞAN
(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Zeynep ÖZTÜRK DUMAN)

There are a large amount of studies in the field of English Language Teaching which address the use of mother tongue in EFL classrooms. The use of L1 in English language teaching classrooms has always been the subject of controversy in language education. There is a dilemma on the use of L1 in the language classes from past to present. While some argues that mother tongue should be used to some extent, the others reject completely the use of L1. This study investigates the use of L1 in EFL classrooms in Turkey from learner’s perspectives. To this end, a questionnaire was conducted the students majoring English Language Literature at Karadeniz Technical University. The findings will be shared during the thesis defenses.


Keywords: L1 use, EFL classrooms
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Teaching English Through American Sign Language to Turkish Hearing-impaired students in Trabzon

Gülsüm KAZANCI
(Supervisor: Lec. Saye ZİBANDE)

The disabled in Turkey cannot take advantage of the education well enough; as a social reality, the education of the disabled people is not accomplished. The disabled and their families do not have any idea about the importance of the education. Only 90 thousand out of over one million disabled children get the required education (Eres, 2010, p.94). The purpose of this study is to try to teach English to hearing-impaired students. Hearing-impaired learners generally have a difficulty in spoken languages in opposition to their signed languages. Many hearing-impaired learners succeed in just little part of acquisition of the spoken language and they have a difficulty in reading comprehension and written explanations (Berent, 2001, p.124). American Sign Language (ASL) is a communication system which is used especially by deaf and/or hard of hearing people. It includes hand signs to symbolize words and phrases and is highly graphical, thus many signs symbolizes the image of the word making a physical gesture (Sherman, 2011, p.32). In this study 5 hearing impaired students at 5th grade were taught for a month during 4 Sessions of 40 minute classes. The analyzed data display the fact that students can accomplish ASL very successfully. Based on this study’s findings, it might be a helpful prospective guide for educational administrators to plan for ASL courses for hearing-impaired students to open a new world for them. 

Key words: Teaching EFL, Hearing-impaired Learners, ASL. 
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Raising Learner Autonomy among EFL Learners: Reading for Pleasure

Hatice ÖZKILIÇ
                                              (Supervisor: Lec. Saye ZİBANDE)

This paper provides an overview of a research related to second language learners and their learner autonomy. 'Autonomy is a situation in which the learner is totally responsible for all the decisions concerned with his/her learning and the practice of those decisions' (Dickinson, 1993 p.11). The purpose of this study was to raise awareness of learner autonomy among 53 evening prep classes of Department of English Language and Literature in Karadeniz Technical University. A questionnaire (Dafei, 2007) was employed to students to learn about their knowledge of autonomy. During the study process, students were exposed to presentations by the researcher to learn about the importance of learner autonomy and reading skill for an English-literature major student. Moreover, a focus group interview was done with students after each presentation session. Also, students were asked to write diaries about their tendency towards the reading for pleasure for 5 weeks. The results of this study displays the fact that students did not have any knowledge about learner autonomy.

Keywords: Learning a Foreign Language, Learner Autonomy, Reading for Pleasure
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Cultural Perspectives of Centralized Exams: A Cultural Content Analysis of TEOG

Hatun APAYDIN

(Supervisor: Lec. Şakire ERBAY ÇETİNKAYA)

Culture is defined as the concepts, habits, skills, arts, instruments, institutions, etc, of a community in a given period and transmitted via learning from generation to generation. The integration of language and culture has been one of the important issues in language teaching. The present case study aimed at investigating cultural elements in TEOG questions. In order to analyze the TEOG questions in terms of cultural representations, content analysis was employed. This study is predominantly qualitative study even though it focuses on revealing number of cultural representations. In the data collection process, a modified form of the categories suggested by Pfister and Borzilleri (1977) was utilized, including five general cultural themes: family unit and the personal sphere; the social sphere; political systems and institutions; environmental sphere; and religion and the arts. The findings show that all exams include cultural elements regarding home culture, target language culture, and intercultural. It is revealed that representations of home cultural elements outnumber those of intercultural and target language culture. Thus, this indicates that the Ministry of National Education depends on home cultural elements in the TEOG exams. Moreover, representations of intercultural outnumber those of target culture and this demonstrates the status of English as a lingua franca.


Keywords: Culture, cultural representations, evaluation of TEOG questions
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The Healthcare Staff’s Perceptions Of Their English Language Competence And Perceived Needs: The Trabzon Case
Hülyanur BÜLBÜL

(Supervisor: Lec. Hasan SAĞLAMEL)

Medical treatment relies on strong communication between healthcare staff and patient. However, multicultural differences might lead to communication problems and barriers. This study aims to identify language barriers and determine the English proficiency of healthcare staff in hospitals. Effective communication and English proficiencies of healthcare staff were identified from a review of some international research. An increasing number of the differences between language and society pave the way for trouble between patient and healthcare staff. This study focused on the doctors’ and nurses’ workplace communication experiences in English. The qualitative case study approach was used and semi-structured interviews were carried out with ten doctors and ten nurses. Twenty-two short and comprehensible questions were asked and the findings were analyzed using the content analysis. 

Keywords: healthcare stuff, communication at workplace, doctors, nurses, English language proficiency
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Translation of the Play Candida by George Bernard SHAW

İnci Çağla ALAPAN

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Fehmi TURGUT)

Candidais a comedy play written by George Bernard Shaw in 1894 as a part of his Plays Pleasant. It plays a prominent role since it consists of several crucial exploring ideas and themes like Christian Socialism, “The Woman Question” and the working conditions of the era. The main aim of this study is to translate the play from English into Turkish. Through translation process, there were three obstacles; cultural adaptations, long sentences and foreign accents. One of the examples for cultural adaptation is proper names like The Fabian Society, The Woman Question, Guild of St. Matthew, and Greenwich Branch. Since all of these has no meaning in the target language, it was challenging to transfer them into the target language. Not only cultural adaptations, but also long sentences were one of the obstacles. It was difficult to connect the beginning and the end of the sentences since they include various descriptions. Translation of the foreign accents was another obstacle because some of the words cannot be adopted into the target language easily. All of these obstacles are mainly due to Shaw’s writing style. He mostly focused on expressing the relation between idealism and realism, which depicts his obsession for well-made plays. In his plays, he mostly preferred to establish long sentences full of definitions which make them hard to translate into the target language.He tried to reflect how human relations are misled as a result of their actions. Thus, the play consists of example of daily language that include some slang words. 


Keywords: Literary translation, Candida, George Bernard Shaw

Notes

Classroom Games Effects on Learning Vocabulary
İsmail ATA

(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Sevim ULUSOY)

This study is aimed to examine the effectiveness of games on vocabulary learning. Vocabulary is the most difficult side of English. At the same time, learning vocabulary is maybe most boring side of English. Learning vocabulary through games is an effective and interesting way that can be applied in any EFL classroom and makes the lessons more fascinating for the language learners. On the other hand, lack of motivation is another important issue in learning vocabulary. Therefore, teacher can apply games as an effective means to make students feel more comfortable and interested in learning the subject of vocabulary. So, in this thesis, it was focused on classroom games effects in learning vocabulary. Data collection procedure included Quasi-Experimental study and self- assessment questionnaire. The survey included 5th class students and the setting was the Toki Middle school in Trabzon.

Keywords: Foreign language learning, use of games, vocabulary, games, learning, motivation
Notes
Student’s Satisfaction with BA Thesis Supervisor

Kübra SURAN

(Supervisor : Lec. ŞAKİRE ERBAY ÇETİNKAYA)

Supervisor is a term can be defined as a person who helps student or senior member of a profession to make o progress in a special field and provides a suitable study for each group member. Supervisor plays a crucial role in education as a helper to the students and a guide during the whole process and as a facilitator in difficulties times. The present case study aimed at measuring students’ satisfaction levels with BA thesis supervisor in the thesis process. Thus, the researcher designed a quantitative study to find out the satisfaction levels of students who are regular and evening class 102 fourth grade students and senior members of the Department of Western Languages and Literature at Karadeniz Technical University. To this end, a questionnaire was conducted with researcher in the fourth grade student. The researcher selected the participants of the questionnaire with convenience sampling. The questionnaire was categorized in two parts: supervision’s behavior and attitudes towards students and supervisor’s academic process management in the thesis process. The findings were analyzed with SPSS program which showed that there are several reasons of changing the satisfaction levels of students in the thesis process. 

Keywords: supervision, supervisor, thesis supervision, BA, quantitative, 

Notes

Understanding supervision and the roles of supervisor: A metaphor analysis

Kübra ŞAHİN

(Supervisor : Lec. Şakire Erbay ÇETİNKAYA)

A supervision or thesis represents the experiences of the students and it demonstrates that thesis students are capable of finding solutions to significant problems in their research. In thesis writing process, thesis students need to be guided about each of the following steps involved in thesis writing process including selecting topic, creating a problem and hypothesis statement, conducting the research, writing drafts. The roles of the supervisors have an important influence on thesis supervision. For this reason, the aim of this study is to examine how supervisors and thesis students view supervisors’ professional role identities, and how they evaluate their thesis writing and guiding process by means of a metaphor analysis. Self-designed metaphor elicitation sheets were distributed to 81 thesis students from 4th grade and 10 supervisors from the Department of English Language and Literature, KTU in. The findings will be shared in seminar with metaphor analysis included beliefs about the roles of supervisors and thesis students. 

Keywords: thesis supervision, supervisors’ roles, metaphor, thesis students
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Evaluative Functions of Modal-Like Expressions

Kübranur KESKİN



(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)

The purpose of this study is to show that there are evaluative functions of modal-like expressions in English. Evaluation is a set of meanings which might be expressed in a given text using a wide variety of language resources.  There are some sequences to attract modal meaning. It expresses forms of modal meaning such as possibility, ability or obligation. It has been called modal like expressions. They demonstrate the pervasiveness of evaluative or effective meaning. A modal verb may have a different meaning according to its co-text, or a clause may be modified differently according to the modal verb used. In this paper, it will be explained how it is used in different situations.  There are some examples of phrases which might be interpreted as modal-like. The study reports that people will be able to use evaluative words with modal-like expressions when they learn the expressions. The study also shows that there are some other words which are used instead of modals with same or similar evaluative meanings. 

Keywords: Modal-like expressions , evaluative language.

Not

The Analysis of Beowulf and Achilles as Heroic Figures

Mehmet Okudan

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Nazan YILDIZ)

              The word “hero” refers to a person who does something brave or good which people respect and/or the main character in a work who is usually good. Although the first heroic figure in literature is Gilgamesh, the word “hero” does not come from the Sumerian times. Even the epic of Gilgamesh thought to be written about 2000 BCE, the word “hero” dates back to the antique Hellenic period. Although there are various claims about the origin of the word “hero”, it is thought to be first used in the Grecian times. Regardless of the origin of the word “hero”, heroes have been the role models for their readers throughout the centuries. They are the central figures of legends, mythologies and epics with their supernatural abilities such as Beowulf in Beowulf. Mostly these heroes possess godly or semi-godly qualities which distinguish them from the ordinary people. Although these qualities mean taking responsibility for their people, some of the heroes become the victims of their hubris and do not fulfil their responsibilities such as Achilles in the Iliad. Therefore, this thesis aims to examine and compare and contrast Beowulf from the Norse mythology and Achilles from the Greek mythology to come up with their weak and strong qualities as a hero.


Keywords: Achilles, Beowulf, Heroism, Beowulf, Iliad
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Modern Lexicon of Comics and Graphic Novel Studies
Meral BİRİNCİ
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Tuncer YILMAZ)
Comics resides a deep-seated place in the ongoing tradition and mundane human desire to tell stories by adhering some pictorial representations. Deconstruction of multifarious contents, far-ranging philosophical and socio-cultural concepts, structuring of visual rhetorical elements and infra-narrative foundations of comics incorporate a standard of academic approach in this debatable medium. This study explores the modern lexicon relate to comics and graphic novel studies mainly based on the terminology of French theoretician Thierry Groensteen. The present study also provides a historical background to the discussion concerned with the rise of the graphic novel and the vocabulary of comics studies. Furthermore, it aims to arouse the consciences of comics and graphic novel studies among scholars and students.


Keywords: Lexicon, Graphic Novel, Comics, Thierry Groensteen

Notes
A Pragmatic Analysis of Humour in Family Guy:
A Descriptive Quantitative Study on the Violation of Gricean Conversational Maxims
                                                   Mert CANKURTARAN
(Supervisior: Asst. Prof. Dr. Öznur SEMİZ)

The Cooperative Principle (Grice, 1975) states that participants in a conversation are cooperating with each other. This principle and its associated four maxims (quality, quantity, relation and manner) are the normal expectations in a conversation. When these maxims are violated, misunderstandings may occur. This study aims to find the types of maxim violation and to explain their causes in the TV series “Family Guy” an adult animated situation comedy. The data were the scripts of the series. The descriptive quantitative design was used to analyze the data. The analysis of the data revealed that all types of maxims were violated: 10 utterences violation maxim of quantity (23%), 6 utterences violation maxim of quality (14%), 20 utterences violation maxim of relation (45%), and 8 utterences violation maxim of manner (18%), resulting in a total of 44 maxim violation. The most dominant type of violation maxims was the violation maxim of relation because the main characters said something not related with the conversation context which was aimed at creating humour or to beg the question.

Keywords: Gricean Maxims, cooperative principle, violating maxims, Family Guy

Notes

A Desriptive Study, The Awareness Of Collocations Of Make, Take And Give By Compairing KTUCLE And TICLE Corpora

Mert Murat DİNÇER
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)

As a lingua franca, learning or teaching English is an essential issue. Today, communicative approach brings attention more than teaching approaches based on grammar. Therefore, the semantics and forms of words – vocabulary teaching – in English become the main topic of users of the communicative approach. Many scholars have a consensus that functions and forms of words are significant in the process of learning, teaching and acquiring of a language. With the help of using communicative approach in classrooms, students have begun to pay more attention to using words correctly in terms of semantic and function of words. Because of the fact that collocations as a sub-category of phraseology bring attention for students and teachers this present study purposes to demonstrate to what extend the students of the department of English Language and Literature are aware of the existence of collocations that begin with  make, take and give. Also by comparing KTUCLE and TICLE corpora, this study examines and demonstrates the wrong and correct usage of collocations that begin with make, take and give in terms of the lexical combination.  

Keywords: Keywords: lexical combination, collocations, corpus, phraseology, EFL, language learning
Notes

How are Animals Represented in Western and Turkish Culture in all

Metin YILMAZ
 (Supervisor: Res. Asst.  Öznursu YEMEZ)

The aim of this paper is to find out animals’ places, affects and symbols both in the Western and Turkish literature and in religions comparatively in all aspects. The paper begins with the historical background of animals in human civilization throughout history. This study tries to find out how mythology handles animals, because the Western literature is largely based on the Greek and Roman mythos whereas the Turkish literature was affected broadly its own mythology. Initially, the study gives a brief history about animals related to myths, then their influence on literature, culture and religions. This paper’s main animal subjects are such as horse lion, wolf, eagle etc. Then, this paper tries to find their social and cultural affects, reflects from past to present both in Turkish and Western literature. This descriptive study does not just deal with Western and Turkish culture but also gives some specific animals related to literature and cultural samples without any distinction between the Western and Turkish cultures.

Keywords: Animal, Turkish and Western literature, Culture, Religion, Mythology

Notes

A Study on Language Use by Social Media Users: NET LINGO

Mustafa KABATAŞ

(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Sevim ULUSOY)

Technological developments affect communication technology in all area. But there is a technology that social media which is too important for life, brought into a different site communication and interaction between people all over the world.  Because everyone uses social media in every second, so social media affects people on several counts. In particular, it is growing more in the areas where people are restricted. For this reason this paper is concerned with effects of social media on English language, especially its glossary. The scope of this research covers social media language. The researcher will analyze of English language is in social media websites. To this end, content analysis will be conducted.

Keywords: Social Media, CMC (Computer Media Communication),Netlingo, Twitter, Internet, Communication, Words, Dictionary
Notes

Translation of the Play Little Eyolf by Henrik IBSEN

Münevver ÇAĞLAR

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Fehmi TURGUT)

Little Eyolf, a play known as “family romance”, was written by Henrik Ibsen in 1894. Ibsen is often referred as “the father of realism” and one of the founders of modern theatre. He led to realistic theatre. Ibsen focused on every day (middle-class), ordinary speeches and settings. In his plays he criticized values of society and dealt with unconventional subjects. The major topic of Little Eyolf is human relationship, especially between family members or, more specifically, between a man and woman.   The aim of this study was to translate the play from English to Turkish. Putting a play into other languages is not only a matter of translation but also an adaptation and recreating of the play. It is more complex to translate a text than writing it from the beginning.The goal of the new translator is to be as similar as the original text. It has a great importance to preserve the literary quality of the plays. Throughout the translation process there can be some obstacles. Some of these obstacles may derive from the cultural contents of the source text, from the terminology, and from the language used in the source text. Little Eyolf did not include any of these difficulties for Ibsen  used a simple language and everyday speeches, which is one of the defining characteristics of modern drama.

Keywords: Little Eyolf, Henrik Ibsen, realism, modern drama, human relationship.

Notes
A Comparison of Strategies Employed When Learning A Second and Third Language

Nazan TUTAL

(Supervisor: Lec. Hasan SAĞLAMEL)

The history of strategic linguistic behaviour seems to be as old as as guest of a good language learner. As the use of appropriate strategies might help facilitate one’s language learning process, there is good reason to invest in strategy building. Many studies have been conducted on the language strategies of language learners especially in L2 situations. However, little has been done to uncover the strategies L3 learners employ. This study primarily investigates the strategies English major L2 learners use when learning a new language, namely German, French or Russian as their L3. Secondly, the study aims to uncover the relationship between the L2 and L3 language learning strategies of English major learners. The participants of the study are the second, third, and fourth year students studying French, German and Russian as the foreign language at the English Language and Literature Department of Karadeniz Technical University. The data was collected through the SILL (Strategies Inventory of Language Learning) questionnaire developed by Oxford. The results of the study discussed through the questionnaire results. 

Keywords: Third language learning, Language learning strategies, Cross-Linguistic, Multilingualism
Notes
The Use of the Humour in Foreign Language Classrooms: Students’ and Teachers’ Perceptions


Nazlı ÇEVİK

(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Zeynep ÖZTÜRK DUMAN)


Language education is important constantly and in order to be successful on teaching language, several methods are used in the direction of different approaches from past to present. One of these methods is the use of humour. Firstly, this research explains the concept of humour, types of humour, relationship between humour and culture, effects of humour on motivation and humour in foreign language learning. In line with these developments, this research presents students’ and teachers’ perceptions of the use of humour in English language classrooms. To this end, a questionnaire was conducted to the preparatory students majoring at the department of English Language and Literature. The findings will be shared during thesis defences.


Keywords: Humour, English language classrooms

Notes
Unspoken Feelings and Material Culture
Nuri KOCAMAN

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)

In this undergraduate thesis work the aim is to find reasons why some bumper-sticker slogans and materials are used inside the vehicles in Turkey. It is apparent that some unspoken feelings and emotions are expressed by drivers by using some cultural and effective materials and writings. In the scope of this study, bumper-sticker slogans used by the drivers are investigated and the possible themes regarding these reasons are created. Interviews done with some of the drivers also shed light on the reasons why they have these slogans in their cars.  It is hoped that thanks to the information collected this way, we can see a lot of features of individual and collective identity and what they try to tell to us with what reasons!


Keywords: Unspoken feelings, material culture, bumper sticker slogan, identity
Notes

Testing Pronunciation with Multiple Choice and Phonemic Transcription 

Oktay KARADENİZ

(Supervisor: Lec.M.Kerem KOBUL)

Students mostly learn English as a foreign language in Turkey. Today, many, if not all, Turkish students are exposed to merely grammar and reading. They aren’t exposed to aural skills such as listening and speaking; thus, pronunciation. Teachers don’t pay the necessary importance to pronunciation teaching due to various reasons. Especially, high school teachers try to teach grammar for exam washback effect and they cannot allocate enough time to improve students’ pronunciation. It is a well-known fact that the students who live a few years in countries where English is spoken, can pronounce words correctly. Moreover, European students pronounce more correct words than Turkish students. In primary, secondary, and high schools Turkish teachers mainly focus on grammar rather than other skills so that Turkish students can’t learn pronunciation correctly. This study tries to investigate the performance level of students KTU DELL in two different modalities of written pronunciation testing; open-ended or multiple-choice test type of pronunciation tests.

Keywords: EFL, pronunciation, Phonetics, phonology, pronunciation, phonemic transcription

Notes

Representation of Class Conformity in the Age of Innocence

Ozan KÖSEM

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Karam NAYEBPOUR)

Edith Wharton is one of the most known American writers. She was born in the Upper Class New York society whose conventions, rules and stereotypical ideas she criticized in her books. Similarly, the aim of this study is to find out the representation of class conformity in the book, The Age Of Innocence written by Edith Wharton. As this nonconformity to the upper class norms lies at the central concern of this narration there are few issues revealing that the upper class nonconformity comes into question for that society. Accordingly, in my study it is aimed to examine some notions related to the source of the class conformity. For instance, the social conventions of 1870’s New York, Upper Class norms and the relationship between being an upperclassman and etiquette or proper behaviours. Besides, the study includes the analysis of some characters and their relationships between each other in the book.  The focus in throughout the study will be the clarification of the conformity deriving from the character’s perceptions of a proper rules of a class. That is to say, it will be discussed that, in spite of the fact that the characters maintain their life by following the rules of the same class, they do not perceive everything happening in the society in the same way and follow the rules and the norms of the society.

Keywords: Upper class, social conventions, class (non) conformity, the age of innocence, Edith Wharton
Notes

Effect of Movies on Efl Teaching

Özgür ÖZDEMİR

(Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Naci KAYAOĞLU)

This study attempted to investigate the Effect of Movies on EFL Teaching. Nowadays, English language teachers always keep searching for interesting materials and resources for their learners who exposed to different technology tools. Thus, movies are good choice to teach English, to bring flexibility into the classroom. Teachers can use this potential and make it enjoyable for students. Moreover, movies have visual context so it helps the student make contact between vision and action. These qualifications make movies more eligible than the course-books. To evaluate the importance of movie effects on language learning a qualitative approach was employed for the study and an interview was used to collect data from the participants with 7 boys and 7 girls from freshmen to senior at English Language Department of Karadeniz Technical University. Participants were selected according to their habits of watching English movie. The results showed that movies have an positive effect on language learning.  

Keywords: Educational Technology , Motivation , Movies, EFL Teaching , Comprehension
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A Cultural Analysis of the Turkish Translation of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows in terms of Translation Strategies, Techniques and Methods

Özlem ALPARSLAN
(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Fehmi TURGUT)

Translation and culture are the two puzzles that complete each other in the field of Literary Translation. Transferring cultural issues from one language to another requires a strategy which is called cultural adaptation or domestication. Ignoring cultural issues may be another strategy while translating literary texts; however, it may cause losses in the literary and cultural quality of the text in the target language. Thus, ignoring the equivalency aspect of the translation creates a discord in the translated text and inequality between the original and the translated text. This study deals with the cultural aspects in the Turkish translation of the magical and the wizardry world in the last book of Harry Potter, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, by Sevin Okyay and Kutlukhan Kutlu. The study dwells on the translation strategies the translators used while carrying cultural contents in the source text to the target text with a focus on cultural differences, the translation of the spells, the character’s names and the character’s dialects, the puns and the idioms, and made-up words.


Keywords: Literature, translation, culture, Harry Potter
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Metaphor Analysis: Perceptions of 8th Grade Students about TEOG

Pınar KARTAL
(Supervisor: Lect. Şakire Erbay ÇETİNKAYA)

TEOG is defined as an examination system which supplies transition from basic education to secondary education. Because of being the first step towards to upgrading, this examination has a significant role in Turkish education. With the changing global needs in education, from day to day new variations are created in Turkey. Within this context, with the 4+4+4 education system, TEOG examination has been introduced to transition process since 2013. For this reason, the present study aims to determine the perceptions of 8th grade students about TEOG examination and particularly English course by using metaphor analysis. To this end, self-designed metaphor sheets were distributed to 123 students from 8th grades of a state secondary school in Trabzon. The findings about TEOG and particularly English in TEOG will be presented in the seminar.


Keywords: TEOG, 8th grade students, perceptions, metaphor analysis
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The Effects of Western Imperialism on Language and Culture

Seçil İNCE

(Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Naci KAYAOĞLU)

In today’s changing world, we have been experiencing some changes in accordance with the balance of global orders. English as a dominant language worldwide is forcing a pedagogical and social culture on to its learners, along the way socio-psychologically, linguistically and politically putting them in danger of losing their first languages, cultures and identities, and contributing to the devaluation of local knowledge and cultures. (Çubukçu, 2010)  This study aims to question and analyse the effects of western effect on other cultures and languages. Within the context of this study, an interview has been applied to the participants. As a consequence of the responses of 6 participants, it is concluded that these English learning students have a tendency for western cultures and language. It is also understood that a subconscious admiration towards western culture and language can be observed from the responses of the students. 

Keywords: Imperialism, culture, language, dominant, world 
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The Speech Act of Requesting: Politeness in Collective Taxis

Sema BAYHAN
(Supervisor: Lec. Saye ZİBANDE)

Culture and gender are inseparable elements of language. Culture affects language, how they realize speech acts, and employ politeness strategies. The purpose of this study is to obtain theoretical comprehending of politeness strategies based upon five politeness strategies of Brown and Levinson (1987), and to investigate and exemplify the use of strategies, and how to make functional them. Thus, the analysis of speeches in collective taxies is made. It is investigated that which politeness strategies are employed by the 30 students of Karadeniz Technical University, Department of English Language and Literature while they want to ask from other passengers to pass money to the driver, and ask him to stop both in English and Turkish. Data was collected from 30 students with a WDCT both in English and Turkish. The results of the questionnaire demonstrated that negative politeness strategy was used more frequently in English by both gender.  In Turkish, the other strategies were preferred mostly by male students while speaking with the driver.


Keywords: Language, Culture, Gender, Speech Act, Politeness, Brown and Levinson, WDCT

Notes

The Importance of Emotional Intelligence for Teacher

Semra AYDEMİR
(Supervisor: Lec. Saye ZIBANDE)

This paper studied student’s perceptions about their teacher’s EQ which covers all of the life. Specially, it is extremely considerable for the relationship between two people here, teacher and students to establish the communication to understand each other to share information and to be successful not only in terms of achievement but also in daily life. The participants of the study were selected from 46 preparatory year (36 females and 10 males) at Department of Western Languages and Literature at KTU in Trabzon. The students were given a questionnaire including twelve categories that define effective language teachers in terms of EQ: ‘Accountability’, ‘Interpersonal relationships’, ‘Attention to all’, ‘Examination’, ’Commitment’, ‘Learning boosters’, ‘Creating a sense of competence’ ,’Teaching boosters’, ’Physical and emotional acceptance’, ’Empathy’, ’Class attendance’, and’ Dynamism’. Results were discussed in the context of the importance of emotional intelligence and showed that the students are affected by their teacher’s EQ. This study has implications for foreign language teachers interested in enhancing and improving their teaching.
Keywords: Foreign Language Teaching, Effective Language Teacher, EFL Students, Emotional Intelligence
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   Intercultural Communicative Competence: A Case Study on the Understanding and Perceptions of Lecturers st Tertiary Level

Semra ERKAN

(Supervisor: Lec. Şakire ERBAY ÇETİNKAYA)

Intercultural Communicative Competence (ICC) is defined as the knowledge of different identities and knowledge of self, skills to understand and communicate and care about others’ beliefs and behaviours or perform effectively and appropriately to negotiate with diverse people. Intercultural communicative competence is invaluable for setting an effective and appropriate communication besides improving individual behaviours such as tolerance to ambiguity, openness to new people, and respect to different nationality. The present case study aimed to find out the understanding and attitudes of lecturers towards the integration of intercultural communicative competence into language classes. To this end a semi-structured interview was conducted with a convenience sample of six lecturers teaching at the preparatory programme of KTU at the Department of English Language and Literature. The findings will be presented in the seminar.

Keywords:Intercultural communication, Communicative competence, Intercultural communicative competence, EFL
Notes
Relationship between Intercultural Communicative Competence and L2- Learning Motivation of English major and non-English major Learners

Suna TUNÇ

(Supervisor: Lec. Hasan SAĞLAMEL)

Even though many students find it difficult to learn English, equipping learners with a passion for learning might far exceed the barriers to success. Therefore, teachers shoulder a great responsibility to help learners to make the learning process easier and think how to increase their students' motivation. The responsibility in question applies to intercultural communication, which requires learners to become mediating agents among different cultures. However, learners of different backgrounds may not exhibit the same willingness to act as intercultural mediators. To this end, the study mainly aims to evaluate L2 motivation of English major and non-English major students and its influence on learners’ intercultural communicative competence (ICC), which is one of the techniques for getting motivated. A modified motivational survey of 22 items adapted from Grender’s Attitude/Motivation Test Battery (AMTB) was conducted with 100 students. The researcher administered the questionnaire to 50 English major students and 50 non-English major students studying at Karadeniz Technical University. The questionnaire highlights how much the participants are eager to communicate with people from other cultures, why learning English is important, and what they are actually doing to learn English. Findings are elaborated. 

Keywords: Intercultural Communicative Competence; L2 Learning Motivation; L2 Communication

Notes

Translation Errors

Şasinem GÜLÇEBİ

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Fehmi TURGUT)

This study deals with the analysis of errors committed by third year students in the Department of English Language and Literature, KTU, in their Literary Translation class. Focusing on a theoretical framework wit reference to contrastive and error analysis and an investigation of students’ achievements as regards their translation skills, the main purpose of the study is to identify the most frequent types of errors and their causes. The findings of the study will help constitute a data base necessary to conceive a more effective teaching and learning process with a focus on literary translation classes. The study limits its scope to  errors only at linguistic level,  being lexical, syntactic and semantic. 


Keywords: translation, error, analysis 
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 The Use of Authentıc Materials in Language Teaching

Şefik KORKMAZ

(Supervisor: Lec. Mustafa Kerem KOBUL)

The main objective of this study is to investigate the use of authentic materials in language teaching. For selecting students, simple random sampling technique was used. Regarding the sample size, 25% of sample students from 247 total populations of students were taken to fill the questionnaire. In this regard, 62 first year language stream (i.e. students who were taking the four skills course) students were randomly selected. The study also included all the available English language instructors. Three data gathering tools namely, questionnaire, interview and observation were used to collect required data. A questionnaire contains closed-ended items was administered to 62 sample students. In addition, semi-structured interview questions were held with all the available English language instructors who were offering different courses including four skills. Classroom observation was carried out using structured checklist. Besides to this, library, English language improvement resource center observation was also carried out to check the sources and availability of authentic listening materials. To describe, delineate and explain the data gathered via the aforementioned tools, descriptive and qualitative methods were employed. Results of the study showed that listening to materials such as songs, radio/TV news, films, and recordings of short stories, telephone conversation, announcements, and different interviews; etc in English exposed students to the real language. It also revealed that instructors were aware of the use of authentic materials in teaching listening skills. In addition, it showed that instructors dominantly used non-authentic materials in listening instructions. Instructors disclosed that they had an easy access to authentic listening materials. They also indicated that students‟ level, interest, relevance and quality of the material should be considered in selecting appropriate authentic listening materials. Besides, instructors mentioned TV/video, radio, audiotapes and the internet as the main sources to obtain authentic listening materials. Finally, on the basis of the major findings and conclusions reached, recommendations have been made for EFL teachers, students and further research.

Keywords: Authenticity, materials, language teaching, four skills, reality 
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Learning in the Foreign Language Classroom: How A Native of Non-Native Speaker Teacher of English Influences Learners’ Intercultural Communicative Competence

Şehzade SEVİNDİK

(Supervisor: Lec. Hasan Sağlamel)

This study investigated the impact of native and non-native speaking teachers of English on learners’ intercultural communicative competence. It covers a) an examination of learners’ degree of ICC and b) a comparison of native and non-native teachers of English with reference to their implementation of ICC from the English as foreign language (EFL) learners’ perspectives. One hundred participants studying at English Language and Literature in Karadeniz Technical University, in Trabzon were asked to fill in the Intercultural Sensitivity Scale. The findings were analyzed using the SPSS 16. Gender, age and learners’ perceptions of native and non-native teachers were highlighted. The results were discussed in the light of the relevant literature.

Keywords: intercultural communicative competence, native and non-native speaking teacher, culture, EFL learners
Notes

The opinions of EFL teachers on implementing cooperative learning in foreign language classrooms: a case study in tertiary level education

Şeydanur GÜNER
(Supervisor: Lec. Şakire Erbay ÇETİNKAYA)

Cooperative learning is defined as a strategy that the students of different abilities work together in a group, share a common goal and learn with each others by creating a learning environment in accordance with some basic elements such as heterogenous groups, positive interdependence, individual accountability, face to face interaction, interpersonal and small group skills and group processing. Thus, in cooperative learning, the students are responsible for each others’ learning and there are mutual learning goals. Cooperative learning is an effective strategy for increasing students’ achievement and providing the socialization besides of decreasing the anxiety. The present case study aimed to find out the attitude, awareness and perceptions of lecturers towards the use of cooperative learning in EFL classrooms. To this end a semi-structured interview was conducted with six prepatory lecturers in the Department of English Language and Literature at Karadeniz Technical University in Trabzon. The researcher selected the participants of present interview study with convenience sampling. The findings will be presented in the seminar.    

Keywords: cooperative language learning, learner centered education, positive interdependence, EFL classroom


Notes

The Translation of Spring and Butterflies

Tansu KÖSEOĞLU



(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)

Ömer Seyfettin is one of the pioneers of modern Turkish short story. This Project concerns itself with how we can translate Ömer Seyfettin’s “Bahar ve Kelebekler” into English. The Project has been developed to present the contemporary World audience with the English translation of Ömer Seyfettin’s works such as “Spring and Butterflies” (“Bahar ve Kelebekler”) because translations of his works will demonstrate how Turkish classics are rich. During the translation process, realizing and reflecting our cultural change since the recent past, we reviewed and rediscovered the richness of our language with its deep and forgotten words, structures, callings, compliments, curses. In fact, Ömer Seyfettin, using a pure, simple and fluent Turkish employing the old Turkish words and phrases, deals in his stories with the dilemma about new and old lifestyles and conflicting views between Western and Eastern culture. In conclusion, this translation Project is significant not only with its representation of the social issues underlying the change in Turkish culture but also its language.

Keywords: short story, translation, classical literature, words and phrases, culture, and social
Notes

What is Critical Period and What is Effects on Second Language Acquisition

Tuğba ÇINAR

(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Sevim ULUSOY)

For learners, second language learning has some difficulties. For example; while young learners tend to easily learn a second language, adult learners confront with some dilemmas. In this case, critical period hypothesis shows up. According to critical period hypothesis, second language learning could be acquired within a critical period, extending from early infancy until puberty. Basically, critical period hypothesis ends with beginning of puberty. After the puberty, language learning is getting slow. I mean, young learners are better at second language learning than adults. Early learners have advantages in learning second language. For example; adults are not good at phonology as children as. According to this hypothesis, adults learn to second language with an instructor. They need a teacher for learning second language however; children can learn a second language implicitly. They may not need an instructor because they have an innate mechanism. Adults may lose their innate mechanism by time by. So, adults may use their problem solving strategies. Also, there are some different factors affect to second language learning such as economical factors, biological factors or length of arrival. In this concept, my survey is about importance of critical period on second language learning. 


Keywords: critical period, natural order, innate mechanism, second language acquisition
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The Relationship between Human Brain and  Learning Language

Tuğba KAVAK

(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Sevim ULUSOY)

This study investigates the relationship between human brain and learning language. Firstly it should be known how the brain structure is, what features of right hemisphere and left hemisphere have, what characteristics of learning styles are, what impacts of brain on learning and teaching are, in order to investigate the relationship between human brain and learning language. While researching, it is aimed to answer following questions; how is the realationship between learning and brain? What are the learning principles of brain? How is the relationship between teaching and brain? How is the structure of brain? What is the differences between right hemisphere and left hemisphere? What are the functions of  left and right brain? What are the features of left and right brain? What is the hemispheric dominance? What are the learning styles? 

Keywords: human brain, brain structure, hemispheric dominance, learning styles
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Gothic-postmodernism

Uğur DUMAN

(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr.Tuncer YILMAZ)

This study attempts to investigate gothic-postmodernism, which is a new movement that aims to explore the relationship between gothic and postmodernism. This movement also reveals common elements both gothic and postmodernism such as crises of identity, the dark side of human nature, the philosophy of existence and uncertainties between real and fictional world. In the 90s, gothic was very popular and favourite word for people. However, with the consuming of early gothic images, the word “gothic” has lost its importance in recent years. The reason why people are not interested in gothic images anymore is that gothic does not keep up with the popular culture. Thus, gothic-postmodernism develops new perspective for this problem. In this study, it will be also touch upon gothic-postmodern innovations in many fields such as literature, art, architecture, fashion and movie industry. Moreover, the differences, similarities and conjunctions between early gothic fiction and new gothic-postmodernism will be discussed in this study.

Keywords: Gothic, Postmodernism, Fiction, Dark
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Exploring the collocational awareness of tertiary level Turkish EFL students‘ towards lexical items in English

Ümmügülsüm GÜLCE


(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)
The purpose of the present study is to investigate the role of teaching collocations in language skills. Students of English as a Foreign Language are facing a variety of problems while they are using language skills. If the awareness of collocation increases, they do not have difficulty. Because it makes using language easier. This study aims to analyze whether KTUDELL students are aware of existence of these notions related to the nature of the language they are studying for. In order to achieve its purpose, KTUDELL learners and lecturers were analyzed by conducting a questionnaire with them related to nature of language. The result of questionnaires were exposed quantitively in tables and figures.
Keywords: awareness, collocation, consciousness-raising, KTUDELL students


Notes

Extroversion and Introversion in Second Language Learning

Ümran KÜÇÜK


(Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Şükrü ÖZBAY)
To understand the impact of personality, one needs to know how personality differences manifest themselves in language use. Personality type can help teachers explain why students approach tasks differently: some are successful, while some fail to participate in class activities Two of the most examined dimensions of personality that have an affective influence on language learning are extroversion-introversion. This study aims to discover the link, if any, between learner personality type and his success in second language learning in the first place. If any relationship is figured out, the study will be processed and the link between the successes of extrovert against introvert students will be compared to see to what extent the language teachers are reasonable in claiming that a student with an extrovert personality is more probable to be successful as a second language learner. The Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI), as a reliable instrument, was used in this study to identify students’ personality types. The study was conducted in Karadeniz Technical University, Faculty of Letters /Department of English Language and Literature, involving one hundred participants. Thirty-three male and sixty-seven female second grade students participated in this study. The participants were also asked to fill out the MBTI questionnaire with two options for each item. Individuals were classified on the basis of their self-reported preferences. 

Keywords: Second Language Learning, Extroversion/Introversion, Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI)
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Translation of ''Fluent in 3 Months'' Book
Vildan KAYA

(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Sevim ULUSOY)

Benny Lewis, who speaks over ten languages, and runs the largest language-learning blog in the world, is an author of Fluent in 3 Months book. Born in Ireland, he was awarded a ‘’ Language Ambassador of the Year’2 award in 2012 and he was named a ‘’Traveler of the Year’’ by National Geographic magazine. He tells about his experiences dealing with his learning- language adventures. In his book, he argues that you don’t need a great memory and ‘’the language gene’’ to learn a language quickly, and he claims that you will learn a language in just 3 months if you follow his suggestions. His book translates from English to Turkish and while translating, the target-oriented translation approach is used in the translation. The book is completely made ready by translating the examples and expressions in the book basing on the target-audience.

Keywords: Translation, polyglot, language learning, multi lingualism
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 A Multifactorial Sociolinguistics Analysis of Business Naming Practices in Trabzon

Yağmur EREN

(Supervisor: Lec. Hasan SAĞLAMEL)

 Nowadays some English-like hybrid signs have been used as shop names instead of using pure Turkish or pure English words. Considering the current worldwide role and impact of English language, this study was conducted to find out the reason behind selecting Englishized shop signs in Trabzon. Shop owners and customers were selected by using convenience sampling  from the list which was obtained from the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Trabzon. Semi-structured interviews were carried out with the participants to explore their reasons for selecting Englishized signs for their shop names. The respondents’ answers were audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim. The results were analysed using the content analysis.  

Keywords: Englishized words, shop sign, customer, shop owner
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Translation Study: Language Teacher Education for a Global Society by B. Kumaravadivelu

Yeşim ÇELİK

(Supervisor: Res. Asst. Raşide DAĞ AKBAŞ)

Translation by its nature and functions is a difficult challenging process. Throughout the history, spoken and written translation has played a significant role in communication and understanding the different languages. Translation is not changing words in one language into another language; it is a talent of interpretation considering the differences between languages, cultures, traditions etc. This study aims to translate ‘’Language Teacher Education for a Global Society’’ written by Kumaravadivelu (2011). The book is a new and original and tries to bring a new point of view for the teachers in the field of Linguistics and ELT.  However, the book written in English is not clear for everyone. Therefore, this study also attempts to make a useful and understandable translation for foreign language teachers who do not know English well. Besides, all translation methods are analysed and the semantic translation method was used in the study. Therefore, the research question is “How can ‘Language Teacher Education for a Global Society’ be translated into Turkish with a focus on semantic translation method?” and this study also attempts to show features of semantic translation methods.

Keywords: Language, Translation, Teacher education, Semantic Translation, Linguistics, Culture
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An Examination of the Impact of a Cooperative Puzzle Game on EFL Learners’ Speaking Fluency
Zekeriya ERKAN

(Supervisor: Lec. Hasan SAĞLAMEL)
This study explores the issues surrounding student interest and motivation for speaking English and the role of a certain commercial video game on improving the speaking fluency of the preparatory students of English Language and Literature Department at Karadeniz Technical University. By conducting surveys and interviews In 2001, Prensky invented the terms digital natives, referring to students born and raised in an environment full of technology, and digital immigrants referring to those who learned how to use technology later on in their lives. The author describes the modern students by reporting that they are “native speakers of the digital language” (Prensky, 2001, p.1). Regarding the digital natives’ attitudes towards learning, Prensky (2001, p. 1) claims that modern students have “changed radically” and that existing educational system is no longer suitable for them. The English preparatory students are no different. They want to become proficient in English and becoming fluent in speaking English is an important part of it (Brown, 2001, p. 8). This study examines the impact of Keep Talking and Nobody Explodes, a cooperative puzzle game on English major students' speaking fluency. Four semi-structured interviews and four quaestionnaires were conducted with students who attended 6 game sessions. The results were analyzed using the content analysis. The study proposes that this game is just as competent and suitable instrument for improving speaking fluency.
 
Keywords: Video Games, English as a Foreign Language Learning, Speaking Fluency, Digital Natives
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